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What You Need to Know if You’re
Facing an IRS Civil Penalty

Andrea Miller
@ Expert Contributor
Last Updated: December 9, 2021 @

At Solvable, we care about your financial well-being and are here to help. Our research, articles and ratings, and
assessments are based strict editorial integrity. Our company gets compensated by partners who appear on our website.
Here is how we get compensated.

Civil penalties are usually monetary fines imposed for those who fail to meet obligations such

as filing and paying taxes.
Most IRS fines are assessed as a percentage of the outstanding debt rather than as a flat fee.

Although it is almost impossible to avoid penalties if you can’t afford to pay your past-due

taxes, you can take steps to minimize your liability.

An IRS civil penalty is the fine imposed by the Internal Revenue Service on taxpayers who fail to

abide by their legal regulations. This is in contrast to a criminal penalty such as jail tim.......e.

Although the IRS has established more than 140 civil penalties, a few are much more common than

others. When you receive an IRS penalty for failure to pay or file taxes, interest accrues on the

penalty amount as well as on the amount of your past due balance.
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